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Attendance Policy for “2026-2027” School Year

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian,
   
Attendance is an essential component to a student’s academic success. Often, the number of days that students are absent accumulate without parents realizing how many days have been missed.

Children who are eligible to enter five-year old kindergarten through age seventeen are subject to compulsory attendance regulations as defined by the South Carolina Code of Laws.  Unexcused absences that total ten or more days in any one school year will result in automatic grade retention. In accordance with the South Carolina Code of Laws, truancy cases must be reported to the court system.

Ten (10) consecutive absences will result in your child being dropped from the school enrollment. A child who accumulate three (3) consecutive unlawful absences or a total of five unlawful absences will be deemed truant and will be signed up for an Attendance Intervention Plan. MSCS’s policy regarding attendance violations is consistent with South Carolina state laws and regulations pertaining to student’s Attendance and Truancy Procedures.


MSCS considers students lawfully absent when:
· The student is ill and attendance in school would endanger their health or the health of others and a medical excuse is provided;
· The student has a medical or dental appointment or other recognized licensed/certified medical practitioner and a medical excuse is provided;
· The student is participating in school-related activities that have received prior approval by the executive director or his/her designee;
· The student has been suspended from class or school;
· The parent or guardian has prearranged absences due to extreme hardship;
· There is a death or serious illness in their immediate family;
· There is a recognized religious holiday of their faith; or
· There is a required appearance in court or an appointment with a legal officer.

MSCS considers students unlawfully absent when:
· The student is absent from school without the knowledge of the parent/legal guardian;
· The student is absent without acceptable cause with the knowledge of the parent/legal guardian;


South Carolina State Board of Education Regulations are as follows:
SBOE Regulation 43-172: Accounting and Reporting
A pupil shall be dropped from membership on the day when the number of unlawful days absent exceeds ten consecutive days or when the pupil leaves school because of transfer, death, expulsion, graduation, legal withdrawal, or for any other reason.

SBOE Regulation 43-274: Student Attendance
II. Truancy 
1. Truant 
A child ages 6 to17 years meets the definition of a truant when the child has three consecutive unlawful absences or a total of five unlawful absences.


1. Habitual Truant
A “habitual truant is a child age 12 to 17 years who fails to comply with the intervention plan developed by the school, the child, and the parents) or guardians(s) and who accumulates two or more additional unlawful absences.  This child may need court intervention and an initial truancy petition may be filed. The written intervention plan, and documentation of non-compliance must be attached to the truancy petition asking for court intervention.




[bookmark: {1783}]Please note that Midlands STEM makes every effort to comply with compulsory attendance regulations in order to provide your child with a high quality education. In the event that your child has been lawfully absent and the absence has not been excused by the school, please submit any documentation meeting the lawfully allowed absentee criteria listed above within 3 business days to the office. Should you have questions regarding attendance, please contact Mrs. Robertson, Attendance and PowerSchool coordinator at 803-815-1524. 


                                                                                                              Sincerely,
                                                                                                              Midlands STEM Charter School


                                        

.











Any parent, guardian, or other person residing in this state who has control or charge of any child or children enrolled in a South Carolina school who accumulates more than (10) unexcused absences in violation of the Compulsory Education Law, S.C. Code Ann. 59-65-20 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof, shall be subject to a fine of no more than $50.00 or be imprisoned not more than thirty days; each day's absence shall constitute a separate offense; provided, the court may in its discretion suspend the sentence of anyone convicted of the provisions of this article.
This violation of South Carolina Law may be referred to juvenile court or other agency. For further investigation and intervention. (Law Enforcement Agency) Please refer to the enclosed attendance policy and make every effort to have punctual and regular attendance at school
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